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A FIFTH GRADE TAKES THE LEAD
During National Education week, a fifth grade in one of the
elementary schools planned to serve a breakfast as an activity les-
son in a unit of correlated work. Home economics is not taught
in the elementary schools. The facilities for cooking and serving
are in the P.T.A. kitchen, and not well adapted to class work.
One of the children wrote a letter to me [the home economics
teacher], asking if I would give them recipes for cocoa and oat-
meal to serve 35, and to tell them how much milk it would take
to serve the cereal. I answered by return mail, and offered any
further help which they might need. A second letter came from
another child in the room to request a double boiler. It was
signed "Oatmeal Chairman" after her name. She explained that
it must be large enough to make oatmeal for eleven, as some of
the children wanted cornflakes. She asked, "Why is oatmeal so
good for us?" I answered this, and sent the double boiler asking
her to be responsible for its return, telling her how it could be
delivered and when I needed it returned. I also sent bulletins and
other information on breakfasts and cereals, enough for the thirty-
five children.
This same child assumed the responsibility for returning the
double boiler and sending a nice "thank-you" note. There were
several other letters of appreciation similar to hers which is given
here:
Fairmount School
Jamestown, New York
December 1, 1943
Dear Miss Williams,
Our breakfast was successful. Your ideas were very
helpful in the success of our breakfast. Thank you very
much for your help.
Sincerely yours,
Joan Samuelson
for Room 15  •
In all of this correspondence I did not know who taught Room
15. The teacher did not make herself known, and it seemed to
be a pupil-planned and -executed activity. All the correspondence
was by mail, although there is a school delivery, and letters could

